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Superfamily MYCETOPHI~OIDEA
15- Fattlily MYCETOPHILIDAE

by

Lc)"ic MATItE

The M ycctophi lidJe, or fungus-gnats, are still poorly known, and nlost of the 262
valid species listed in this Catalogue arc known only from their type-localities; ntany
undescribed taXJ, ho\\revcr, exist in various collections, and there arc undoubtedly still
tllJny rnore to be collected. The fanlily has been nlllch ne~lccted by collectors until
recently, no doubt because of the small size of its rnernbers, the want of taxonornists,
and the lack of JIlY socio-econornic irnportance.

In low altitude tropical forests the adults of Mycetophilidae are found rather evenly
dispersed in dJrk places, nlainly under the leaves of the undergrowth vegetation; this
is in contrast to the localized habit found in the less hunlid ternperate forests, where
adults gather in large tlutlIbers in damper and shadier places. The adults ofsonIC genera
(Etlc('roplatus, Rlrymoleia, J'olletia) are found hanging in spiders' webs, whilst those of
PI,rMlia can he found flying up and down tree-trunks. Adults of Leia and Rhymoleia
can sotlletitncs be seen swarnling and copulating on the leaves along lanes and clearings;
those of both genera, and also of OrJelia, are attracted to light and can be found on
windows at night.

Most larvae, hut especially those of Mycetophilinae, feed on the frUiting bodies of
fungi. MJny others (Keroplatinae and Sciophilinae) spin nIUCUS \vebs under fungi,
fallen branches or rotten tree-trunks, and nlay feed on fungal spores or hyphae or be
predators; in sotne instances they kill their prey by means of OXJlic acid contained in
their salivary fluid. Some African (genus Viridiflora) and Europe:1tl species feed on
rnosscs Jnd livcr\vorts. An unusual Tasrnanian species lives as an cndoparasitc of land
PbnJrians. The biology and larval rnorphology of sonle western European tllyCCto­
philids arc treated by Mansbridge (1933), Madwar (1937) and Buxton (1960), the last­
Inentioned 'Nork providing a brief review of rnycetophilids associated with fungi.

The rnost JbundJnt species in the tropical lowlands of the Afrotropical Itegion are
those \vith web-spinning larvae, mainly Keroplatinae and Sciophilinae and the genus
Epicypta of the M ycetophilinae, the larvae of which live under dead wood. !Jotninant
generJ arc ()~relia, Lria, Epicypta and Neoempl1eria, the sante as noted by Col1css & Liepa
(1973) for the ()riental and Australasian Regions but with the exception of Exechia, Jnd
the addition of Parempheriella for the Afrotropical Region. Within this region the
fungtls-gnJts seerll Illuch less common, as a rule, in the high altitude forests, where
they show a noticeJbly higher proportion of Mycetophilinae, and the generic cOlllposi­
tion of the fauna in these areas is much closer to that of the I-Iolarctic Regions.

The Jbsence of the subfarnilics Bolitophilinae, Ditomyiinae and r)iadocidiinae, and
the poor representation of the tribes Sciophilini and Gnoristini (Sciophilinae) in the
region should he specially noted. Concerning the Diadocidiinae the existence of a
South African Jllernher was mentioned by Freeman (1951), but this was later described
by FreenlJn (I ()6o) in a new genus, Rhy,ulwlreterotric1za, and plJced in SciJridae. The
aftlnities of Rhy,ulwlleterotricIJa, and the related genus fleterotr;cha, are UllcertJin but it
is considered that neither belongs to the [)iadocidiinae, and for purposes of this
(~atJlogue they afC listed in the SciaridJe.

There is no corllprehensive taxonomic account of the Afrotropical rllycetophilid
buna JS yet, but recent works with partiJI keys to genera or species include those of
Freernan (1970) and Matile (197 3b) f()r Macrocerini, MJtilc (1970, 1972C, 1<)74") for
Keroplatinae, Matiie (1972d) for Manotinae, Matile (1971 a) for Pse,u[execl,ia, Matiie
(I974a) for P{lrf1llplleriella, and MatiIe (1975a) for f\;leta1lepsia. Other tJxonornic works
with relcvJncc f()f the regional fJuna include those ofTuol1likosk i (I {)()(,tl, 19('6h, 1966c)
on the Excchiini, ManotinJe and Lygistorrhinae, Jnd the keys to \vorld generJ~now

rather outd;ltcd----of Johannsen (1909), Tonnoir (1929) Jnd EdwJrds (192 5h).
Edwards's classification of the Keropbtini (EdwJrds, 1925", J()2{)f) has bcen adopted
here, pending :l rllu<.'h-nccdcd revision of the generJ of this group \vhich is currently in

pfcparJtion.

Subfalnily KEROPLATINAE

Tribe MACl~OCERINI

Genus CHIASMONEURA de Meijere

CHIASMONEURA de Meijere, 1913: 323. Type-species: C'/t;aSHlO1leUra mltlrracirra
de Meijere, 1913, by tnonotypy.

bipunctata Matile, 1973b: 601. Nigeria.
flavicoxa Matile, 1973b: 604. Uganda.
tripunctata Matile, 1973b: 603. Kenya.
vittata MatiIe, 1973b: 606. UgJnda.

Genus CHIASMONEURELLA Matile

CHIASMONEURELLA MJtiIe, 1973b: 606. Type-species: CI,i{HHJ()1leurella ed­
u'ardsimra Matile, 1973, by original designation.

edwardsiana MatiIe, 1973": 609. Uganda.

Genus MACROCERA Meigen

MACROCERA Meigen, I R03 : 26 I. 'fype-species: A1tlaocera ["tea Meigen, 1804, by
deSIgnation of Curtis (1837a: (37). [Alacrocera proposed with one doubtfully
included species: Curtis's designation fronl first four subsequently included

species (Meigen, 18°4: 46--47). J

PRC)A1ACROC:ERA Speiser, 1913b: 134. Type-species: Promacrocera i1lterrogtltiOflis
Speiser, 1913, by original designation.

africana Freetllan, 1970: 3(,4. Zaire; widespread W. Afr. to E. Afr. & sthn Afr.,

MadagJscar.
albipunctata Matik, 1973b: 598. CJrneroun.
annuliventris MatiIe, 1972C: 112. Madagascar.
basilewskyi Vanschllytbroeck, 1965b : 3R3· Tanzania.
edwardsi FreelllJIl, 1970: 366. Uganda; CarnerOlln.
elgonensis Freetnan, 1970: 366. Kenya.
exilis MJtile, 1972C: 11I. COllloro Is.
futnigata 'foller, 1955: 4. Zaire.
griveaudi Matile, 1972(: 110. MadJgJscar.
insolita MatiIe, 1972C: 107. MJdagJscJr; Cotll0ro Is.
interrogationis Speiser, 1913 h : 134 (Promacrocera). (~a Illl'rolltl.

lateralis FreetllJIl, 1970: 36 5. Ethiopia.
nephrotoma Matile, 1972C: 109. Madagascar.
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nitida Fret·nLIIl. 1'no :3(;5. Ugal1(b.
pictipennis M;ltile, 19(,9: 137. Madagascar.
puncticosta Edwards. 1934: 322. Sao Tome; widespread W. Afr. to E. &: sthll Afr..

Z,tirl'.
.'(I"'"I..dOli Toilet, 1954: Q3. Zaire.

supposititia Toilet. 1955: (;. Zaire.
unispina h''l'mall. 1970: 3(;(,. Uganda; Kellya.
vespertina /l,htik. 19731>: 59S. Camerollll.

Tribe KEROPLATINI

Genus ASYNAPHLEBA MatHe

ASYNAPHLEBA Matik. 1974r: 520. Type-species: ,1.')'1"'1',,,..1>,, -'I'/("I'/lI'n.~i

M,ltik, 1<)74. by original designation.
stuckenbergi Malik, 1974r: 521. South Africa.

Genus CLOEOPHOROMYIA MatHe

CLOEOPHOROMYIA Matile, 1<170: HOI). Type-specin: C""'''I'It,'/"(l/ll}'ia /IIirl'i
fYbtile. 1970, by original designation.

crassinerva M,ltile, 1970: R14. Cameroun.
f1avicoxa Matik, 1970:HI5. Cameroun.
fumipennis M.llile, 11)70: R12. Call1eroun.
tllirei M;ltik. 1'170: HII. Cameroull.
teocchii Matile. 1970: !l12. Central African Republic.
vittata Malile. 1970: II 14. Central African R.l'public.

Genus CTENOCERIDION MatHe

CTENOCERIDION Matile, 19721': 1(;7. Type-species: CII'/I,'(nidi'I/1 '!yn'/llalli
Matile. 1972, by original designation.

freemani Matik, 19721': 168. South Africa.

Genus EUCEROPLATUS Edwards

EUCEROPLATUS Edwards, 1929.(: 174 (as snbgenus of KmJ/II'IIIIS). Type-species:
Ker"/,I,'IIIS 1ltllali((lxa Senior-White, 1922, by original desigmtion.

alberti Tolkt. 11)55: 1(; (Cerl1leIi01I). Zaire; Congo basin.
f. versicolor Toilet, 1955: 19. Zaire; Central Afri,'an Republic.
f. .I't/l'ill"'r,,x Matile, 1970: 7RO. Cameroun. IUnav'tilable name: form nallle

published after 1960.1
brevistylus MHile, 1973d: 193. F,'rnando 1'00.
congoensis Tnlkt. 1<)55: 21 (Ceroldi"/I). Zaire; Cameroun.
f1avifetttoratlls Toilet, 1955: 20 (Cer'lfl'!i'l1I). Zairr: Cameroull. Celltral Africall

Republic.
incolumis Matik. 19741>: 920. Central African Republic.
plokiophillls I'vbtik. 1973d: 1<)1. Fernando 1'<,,,,.

Genus HETEROPTERNA Skuse

HETEROPTERN A Sku,,'. 1SSH : I 1M,. Typ"-species: IIl'ler"I"l'lIla III,nl..,,}'i Skus,·.
I XXX. by lIlonotypy.

Subgenus HETEROPTERNA Skuse

HETEROPTERNA Skuse, I R811: 11M (as genus). Type-species: Heleroplema
/IIar/fa}'i Sknse, I Rllll, by monotypy .

ghesquierei Toilet, 1955: ll. Zaire.

Subgenus SCROBICULA MatHe

SCROBICULA MatiIe. 1970: 782. Type-species: Hl'Irr0I'Iema halarlwu'sk}'i Matile,
1'no, by original designation.

balachowskyi Matile, 1970: 782. Central African Republic.

Genus KEROPLATUS Bose

KEROPLATUS Bose, 1792: 42. Type-species: Kerol'lalus lil'fli"ides Bose, J 792, by
monotypy.

CEROPLA 1VS. Incorrect subsequent spelling of Keroplalw (from Fabricius, 179R:

550)·
fllscomaculatus Toilet, 1<)55: 14. Zaire; Central African Republic.
heimi Matik, 1970: 775. Central African Republic.

Genus MONOCENTROTA Edwards

MONOCENTROTA Edwards, 19251>: 52(;. Type-species: Mo"owllrola lu"dslro",i
Edwards, 1925, by original designation.

aethiopica Matile, 1974b: 929. Mozambique; widespread W. Afr. to E. Afr. & sthn
Afr.

descarpentriesi Matile, I 972r: 113 (Oifelia). Madagascar.
griveaudi Matile, 1972C: 115 (Oifelia). Madagascar.

Genus ORFELIA Costa

ZEUdmA Meigl'n, 1800: 16. Suppressed by I.C.Z.N., [963b: 339 (Opinion ( 78).
ORFELIA Costa, 1857: 448. Type-species: Plal}'flra jasciata Meigen, 1804, by

desiRnation of Hardy (19(;ob: 200). (Oifelia proposed without originally
included species: Hardy's designation frol11 first six expressly included species
(Hardy, 1960b: 19<)-208).\

I'LATYURA, authors, not Meigen.

Subgenus LAURYPTA Edwards

LAURYPTA Edwards, 1929.f: 171 (as subgenus of Plal}'ura). Type-spl'Cies: Plal}'ura
Icl"ur'l Edwards, 1925, by original designation.

laevis Enderkin, 19101,: 67 (J>lal}'fna). Seychelles.
scalaris Matik, 1970: 796. Cameroun; Central African Republic.

Subgenus LYPRAUTA Edwards

LYPRAUTA Edwards, I<)3Ia: 77 (as subgenus of Pldt}'lIra). Type-species: I'lal)'lI1<1
d<Fa" Edwards, 1931, by original designation.

brunneicauda Matile, 1970: 7<)5. Cameroun.
chambordi Matik, I 'J74/1: 936. Cmtral African Republic.
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Subgenus NEOPLATYURA Malloch

NEOPLATYURA Malloch, 192He: 601 (as genus). Type-species: Plat}'flra sef(~er

johJnnsen, 1<)10, by original designation.
axillariger Enderlein. 1910b: fl6 (Platyura). Seychelles; South Africa.
griseipennis M~ltile. 1970: 785. Cameroun.
manjarivolo Matile, 1972C: 116. Madagascar.

Subgenus ROFELIA MatHe

ROFELIA Matik. ICJ72C: 112. Type-species: ()rft'!ia rothiarta Matik', 1<)72. by original
design ation.

rothiana 1V1ati1c, 1972(: 113. Madagascar.

Subgenus RUTYLAPA Edwards

R UTYLAPA Ed wards, 1929..(: 171 (as subgenus of PlatYllra). l"ype-species: Plat}'flra
n~fi(Onlis Zettcrstedt, 1851, by original designation.

annulata Matile, 1972C: 117. Reunion.
brunneidorsum Matile, 1970: 79~t (:entral African Republic.
magnicerca MatiIe, 1972c: 118. Madagascar.
nigridorsum Matile. 1970: 797. Central African Republic.

Subgenus TAULYRPA Edwards

TAULYRPA Edwards, 1929f: 171 (as subgenus of Platyura). Type-species: Cera­
teliOtl IJl'sl'if(lrmis Enderlein, 1910, by original designation.

caeruleovittata Matile, 1972C: 119. Madagascar.

Subgenus TRUPLAYA Edwards

TRUPLAYA Ed",,"ards, 19291: 170 (as subgenus of PlatYHra). Type-species: PlatYllra
flerlr,sta Walker, 1856, by original designation.

aethiopica Lindner, 195Rd: 2 (Zelmira). Tanzania.
agnita Matik, 1974c: 524. South Africa.
calogastra Speiser, 191 3h: 133 (Zelmira). Catneroun; widespread W. Afr. to E. Afr.

& South Africa.
masai£1 Lindner, 1958d: 3 (Zelmira). Tanzania.

rubricoxa MatiIe, 1972(: 122. Madagascar.

Subgenus XENOPLATYURA Malloch

XENOPLATYURA Malloch, 1928e: 601 (as genus). Type-species: Plat}'lIra (011­

formis Skusc, 1888, by original designation.
AFRORFELIA Matile, 1970: 787. Type-species: Orfelia fSllcasi Matik, 1970, by

original designation.
ahalaensis MatiIe. 1970: 790. C:anlerOUtl.
brevitarsata f\1atik. 1970: 789. C:atneroun.
familiaris Matile. lCJ74h: 932. C:entral African Republic.
hutsoni Mati1c. 1tJ72( : 119. Madagascar: Astove I.
littoralis Iv1atik, 1974(: 525. South Africa.
lobata Matik, 1974(: 527. South Africa.
longeiuncta Speiser, 1913b: 131 (Zelt1lira). C:ameroutl.

maculata Matile, 1970: 7~HL Cameroun.
malkini Matile, 1974h: 932. Cameroun.
natalensis Matile, 1974c: 527. South Africa.
nkolbissonensis Matile, 1970: 793. Canlerolln.
paradoxa Matile, 1965: 1III (PlatYflra). Guinea.
rudebecki Matik, 1974c: 529. South Africa.
rufonigra Matile, 1972C: 122. Madagascar.
selenea Matile, 1970: 793. Catllerolln.
spangleri Matile. 1974C: 53 I. South Africa.
tsacasi Matik, 1970: 789. Catneroun.
vespertina Matile, 1970: 791. Central African Republic.

Genus P ARACEROTELION Matile

P ARACEROTELION Matile, 1974C: 514. Type-species: Paracerotl'1i<Hl flaf'icauda
MatiIe, 1974, by original designation.

flavicauda Matile, 1974C: 516. South Africa.

Genus PROCEROPLATUS Edwards

PROCEROPLATUS Edwards, 1925b: 523. Type-species: Platyura pictipetltlis Wil­
liston, I R96, by original designation.

aedon Vanschuytbroeck, 1965b: 384 (Cerote1iotl). Tanzania; widespread W. Afr. to
E. Afr.

bicornutus MatiIe, 1970: 791 (Orfelia). Cameroun.
minutus Matile, 1974b: 925. Central African Republic.
pictus Speiser, 1908c: 128 (CeroplatlH). Tanzania. Comb. n.
seguyi Matile, 1972C: 115 (Orfelia). Reunion.

mirahilis Matile, 1972C: 115. (Unavailable natne: MS name of Seguy published
as synonynl.]

whitfieldii Matile, 1974b: 926. Central African Republic.

Genus RALYTUPA Edwards

RALYTUPA Edwards, 1929f: 171 (as subgenus of Platyura). Type-species: Platyura
pendleburyi Edwards, 1928, by original designation.

angusta Matile, 1975h: 184. Sierra Leone; Ivory Coast, Nigeria, Uganda.
assimilis MatHe, 1970: 803 (Orfelia). Central African Republic; Cameroun, Nigeria.
bacillata Matile, 1975b: 186. Uganda.
bifaria Matile, 1975b: 188. Nigeria.
compacta Matile, 1975h: 189. Nigeria.
danielae Matile, 1973d: 194 (O~felia). Fernando poo.
dentata Matile, 1975h: 192. Ivory Coast.
denticulata Matile, 1974c: 522 (Orfelia). South Africa.
fissiterga Matile, 1970: 805 (O~felia). Centra) African Repuhlic.
flavida Matile, 1970: R06 (O~fclia). Catlleroun.
flaviscapularis Matile, 1970: R06 (Oifelia). Catneroun; Ghana.
flavonigra Matile, 1974b: 938 (Oifelia). Central African Republic.
fumidapex Matile, 1970: 802 (O~rclia). Cameroun.
funebris Matile, 1970: RoS (Oifelia). Catneroun; Central African R.epttblic.

rillalis Matile, 1970: 804 (O~felia). Canleroun.
grahami Matile, 1975b: 200 (O~fc1ia). Nigeria.
gromieri Matile, 1970: Roo (()~rc1ia). C:anleroun; widespread W. Aft. to E. Afr.
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insidiosa M;ltile, '974": 943 (()~re/ia). C=atnerqun; W. Afr.
issongo M3tiJc, J 974b: 94' (()rIr/ia). (:elltral African Itcpuhlic.
Jindneri Matile, J()7Jr: I (O~(clia). Tanzani:l.

tnajor Matile, J()70: R07 (O~(elia). Cameroun; widespread W. Afr. to E. Afr.
m~dl~ri Matile, '975": 200. Nigeria.
melanopyga M:Hlle, 1970: Roo (()~(l'lia). C=~HnerOUll.

nlinor Matile, 1<)70: Roo (O~re/ia). Catlleroun.
nasuta Matile, 1975h: 211. Sudan.
p~nicilJata fv1;ltile, J()75": 210. Ivory (=oast; C;hana.
pugiata M3tiJc, J()75b: 21 I. Sudan.

pyrrophaea Matik, 1970: Raj (()~fdit1). Central African R.cpuhlic; Chana, UgJnda.
sinlplicistyla M;ltile, J975": 2 12. Uganda; Liberia, Nigcri3.
subminor M3tiJc, 1975": 2 '4. Nigeri;1,
theobromaphila Matile, '970: Raj (()~f('lia). C:alllerolln; Nigeria.
virgulta Matile, 1975b: 216. C;hana.
vittigera Matile, 1970: R09 (()~{t'lia). (~atnerolln.

wolteri Lindncr, 195Rd: 2 (Zclmira). Tanzania.

Genus SCHIZOCYTTARA Matjl ..~

SCHIZOCYTTARA Matile. 1974r: 5 17. Type-species: Srlti~o(}'ttarcl t,nner; Matile,
1<)74, by original designation.

brincki M3tilc. 1974c: 520. South Africa.
turneri Matile, 1974C: 51R. South Africa.

Genus TOLLETIA Matile
TOLLETIA rv1atilc, 1973 d : 193· Type-species: Plafyropti/ol1 l'ryd".{!lrifolkt, f955, hy

original designation.

vrydaghi Toilet. 1955 : 1 J (Platyr(lpfi!<m). Zaire; C:alllerOUtl, C:cntral African R.epub­
lie, Fernando POO,

Subfamily LYC;ISTORRf-IININAE

Genus LYGISTORRHINA Skuse

LYGISTORRJIINA Skuse, I R90a: 598. Type-species: Lyg;storrlzi1111 il1S!.{!"is Skusc,
I R90, hy nl0notypy.

Undescribed sp.--Kenya. Uganda.

Subfanlily SCIOPHILINAE

Tribe GNORISTINI

Genus BOLETINIELLA Matile

BOLETINIELLA Matile. J97Jd: 204. Type-species: Bolcti,,;ella "1.{!rUl'""n Matile,
J()7J, hy original designation.

nigrifemur rv1atilc, 1973d: 204. Fernando Poo; CanlerOtlll.

Genus DZIEDZICKIA Johannsen

l-/EH. TU '](;1/1 I )zicdzicki. 1RR 5 : ,66. Type-species: J-IertU'~l?ia ma~l?i"ata IJziedzicki,
1RR5, hy nl0notypy. [Junior hOlllonyrn, preocc. Hertfl'~l?ia Schmidt, I RRo.]

DZIEDZICKIA Johannsen, 1909: 44 (replacetnent nallle for f/erffl'(l?ia Dziedzicki).
nitida Edwards, 1925e: 607. South Africa.

Tribe MYCOMYINI

Genus MORINIOLA Matile

MORINIOLA MatiIe, 1976": J39. Type-species: Moriniola grill<lti Matile, 1976, by
original designation.

grilloti M3tile. I976h: 140. Congo.

Genus MYCOMYA Rondani

MYCOMYA Rondani, I R56: 194. Type-species: Sciophila ma~{!illata Meigen. 1RI R,
by original designation.

Al}'C;OA1Y]A. Variant spelling of My((ltnya.
alluaudi Edwards. 1914b: 53. Kenya.
andreinii Bezzi, 1906e: 202 (Sriophila). Ethiopia (Eritrea).
hitniti Vanschuytbroeck, 1965b: 3R6 (Dziedzickia). Tanzania. Comb. n.
kiboensis Lindner, 195Rd: 3. Tanzania.

lightfooti Edwards, 1925c: 608. South Africa.

Genus MYCOMYIELLA Matile

MYCOMYIELLA Matile, J 973d: 200. Type-species: A1ycomyiclltl Camer(lfH,etlsis
Matile, 1973, by original designation.

camerounensis MatiIe, 1973d: 202. Carneroun.
securiculata Matile, 1973d: 202. Fernando POO,

Genus NEOEMPHERIA Osten Sacken

EA1P/fERIA Winncrtz, I R63 : 73R. Type-species: Sciopltill1 sfriclfa Meigen, I R1 R, by
designation ofCoquillett (1910: 537). rJunior hOlllonynl, preocc. Empllcria
I-~agen, 1856.]

NEOEMPHERIA Osten Sacken, 1878 : 9 (replacement nanlC for Emplzeria Winnertz)
amphiphaea Speiser, 1909b: 35. .Tanzania.
appendiculata MatHe, 1973d : 196. Fernando POO,
boubya Matile, 1973d: 198. Fernando poo.
donskoffi Matile, 1973a: 252. Zaire.
ediya Matik, 1973d: 19~L Fernando poo.
flavida Matile, 1973d: 200. Fernando POO,
jeanneli Edwards, 1914b: 52. Kenya.
ombrophila Matile i" Delobel & Matile, 1976: 390. Central African Republic.

Genus P AREMPHERIELLA Matile

PAREMPHERIELLA Matile, 1974a: 612 (as subgenus of Parcml'hcria Matile). Type­
species: Parcmpltcria jiafla Matilc. 1974. by original desi~nation.



224 (~ A TAL a G U E 0 F A F R () T R 0 PIC AL DIP T EH. A MYCETOPHILIDAE 225

Subgenus P AREMPHERIELLA MatHe

PAREMPHERIELLA MatHe, 1974a: ()12 (as subgenus of l>aremphc,.;a M~tilc).

Type-species: Parempheria .flava Matile, 1974. by original designation.
affinis Matile, 1()74a: ()23 (Parempheria). (~ameroun; Central African I~cpublic.

Comb. n.
alternans Matile. J()74a: ()25 (Paremp],er;l1). Central African I~epublic. Cotnb. n.
annulata t\.-1~tilc, 1974a: ()20 (ParempJll'ria). C:ameroun; (~clltral Africul l~eptJhlic.

Comb. n.
aperta Matile, 1<J74a: ()2R (Paremphfria). C:entral African H.. epuhlic; Catneroun.

Comb. n.
apicistyla Matile, 1()74a : ()29 (Paret11I'Jleri(l). C:entral African n.. cpuhlic. Cottlb. n.
bivittata Matile, 1974a: ()29 (Parempheria). Canleroun. Conlb. n.
brunnea Matile, 1<)74a : flJ 1 (Parempl1eria). C:aJl1eroun. Comb. n.
caudata Matile, I <J74a : flJ2 (ParempJreria). C:entral African R.epuhlic. Cotllb. n.
ctenophora Matile, 1974a: ()34 (Parempl1eria). Central African R.epublic: (~atneroun.

Comb. n.
distincta Matile. 1974a: ()3 5 (ParemI'11erill). Canleroun; Nigeria. Cotllb. n.
essili Matile, 1t)74t1: ()J5 (Paremplleria). C:entral African ReJ"uhlic. COltlb. n.
filicauda Matile. 1974a: fl37 (Parempllcria). Canleroun. Comb. n.
ftava Matile, I 974a : fl JR (ParempJuria). C=atl1eroun; Central Afriean I~epuhlic.

Fernando poo. Comb. n.
ftavonigra Matile, 1974a: 639 (Paremplleria). Central African '~cpublic. Coltlb. n.
hirsuta MatiIe, 1974a: ()4 I (Parempheri(l). Carneroun; Central Afric1l1 '~('public.

Comb. n.
indecisa Matile. 1974a: ()42 (Parempheria). Central African Republic (~atlleroun.

Comb. n.
isoseta Matile. 1947a: 644 (Parempheria). Central African I~cpuhlic: (~anlcroun.

Cotnb. n.
kotaloukou MatiIe. 1974a: 645 (Pareml'1lfria). Central African I~epuhlic. Comb.

n.
kotazo Matile, 1974a: f)46 (Paremplteria). Central African Repuhlic. Cotnb. n.
lucida MatiIe. 1974a: ()4R (Paremplteria). C:cntral African R.epuhJic. Cotllb. n.
luciditerga Matile, 1974a: 649 (Paremp/teril1). (~anlcroun; C:entral Africatl l~cpl1blic.

Comb. n.
ngoi MatiIe, 1974(1: ()50 (Parempheria). Central African R.. cpubJic Call1croun.

Comb. n.
ngoungou Matile. 1974a: 651 (Parempheria). Central African Republic. Cotnb. n.
nkuemvonensis Matjle, 1974a: 653 (Parempheria). Carneroun. COlnb. n.
pilicauda MatiIe. 1974a: ()54 (Parempheria). Cameroun. Comb. n.
pilistylata MatiIe, 1974a: 656 (Parempheria). Central African Republic (~atl1eroun.

Conlb. n.
quadriseta Matile. 1974a: ()57 (Paremplteria). Central African I~epublic. Comb. n.
rufa Matile. 1974l1: 65R (Parempllcria). Central African Repuhlic; C:;llllCrOUtl.

Comb. n.
rufifrons Matile, 1974a: (l()0 (Paref11l"teritl). Central African R.epubJic. Conlb. n.
rufiventris MatHe, 1974a: 660 (Parntll,lteria). Cameroun. Comb. n.
tetrachaeta MatiIe, 1974a: 661 (Parempheril1). Centra) African Repuhlic. COlnb. n.
toka Matile, 1974a: 0()3 (ParempJteria). (~entral African Republic. Cotub. n.

Subgenus PAREMPHERINA MatHe

PAREMPHERIA Matile, 1973C: 2 (as genus). Type-species: Parempheria lobayensis
Matile, 1973. by original designation. [Junior homonym, preocc. Parem-

pheria Enderlein, 1906.]
PAREMPHERINA Matile, 1977: 2H7 (replacement name for Paremplteria MatHe).
cincta MatiIe, 1974a: 618 (Paremplleria). Central African Republic; Cameroun.

Comb. n.
ssp. brevifurca Matile, 1974a: 620 (ParempJtcria). Cameroun.
ssp. cincta s. str. Central African Republic.

cryptopyga Matile, 1973c: 3 (Parempheria). Tanzania. Comb. n.
lobayensis Matile. 1973 C : 3 (Paremphcria). Central African Republic. Comb. n.

Genus SYNDOCOSIA Speiser

SYNDOCOSIA Speiser., 192 3 : HI. Type-species: Syndocosia cremea Speiser, 192 3, by

original designation.
atoma Matile, 1976a: 696. Central African Republic.

cremea Speiser. 1923 : R2. Tanzania.
dryas MatHe, 1976a: 695. Central African Itepublic.
foliata Matile, 1976a: 698. Central African Republic.
pallida Matile, 1976a: 700. Central African Republic.
pan Matile, 1976a: 092. Central African Republic.

pervalida Speiser, 1923: H3. Tanzania.
syrinxae MatiIe, 1976a: 695. Central African Republic.

Genus VIRIDIVORA Matile

VIRIDIVORA Matile. 1972a : 1929. Type-species: Viridivora seRuyi Matile, 1972, by

original designation.
formosa Matile, 1973d: 203. Fernando poo.
seguyi Matile, 1972a: 1929. Central African Republic.

Tribe SCIOPHILINI

Genus ACNEMIA Winnertz

ACNEMIA Winnertz. 1863 : 79R. Type-species: Leia nitidicollis Meigen, by designa­

tion of Johannsen (190 9: (3).
falkei MatHe & Vockeroth, 1977: 18. Uganda.

Genus AZANA Walker

AZANA Walker, 1H56a : 26. Type-species: Azatta scatopsoides Walker, 1R56 [ == Bolc­
tina attomala Staeger, 1840], by monotypy.

Unidentified sp.-Nigeria.

Genus LEPTOMORPHUS Curtis

LEPTOMORPHUS Curtis, IR] I : J65. Type-species: Leptomorl"lus walkeri Curtis,

1 R31, by original designation.
Unidentified spp.-W. Afr. to E. Afr. & sthn Afr., Madagascar.
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Genus SCIOPHILA Meigen

SCIOPHILA Meigen, I ~h8: 245. Type-species: Sciophila 11irta Mcigetl, 1818, by
designation of Curtis (1837a:641).

tASIOSOAIA Winnertz, 1863: 748. Type-species: Sciopl1ila pilosa Mcigen, 1838
I=Sciopllila 11irta Meigen, 1818], by designation of Coquillctt (19 10 : 558).
rJunior hOJllonym, preocc. La_~iosoma Fieber, 18hO.1

intima lindner, 1958d: 4. Tanzania.

Tribe METANEPSIINI

Genus METANEPSIA Edwards

METANEPSIA Edwards, 1927h: 36 I. Type-species: l\4etatlCpsia jlll'atlLl Edwards,
1927, by original designation.

africana Matik, 1971 b: 92. Cameroun; Central African I~epublic.

irwini Matile, 1975a: 216. Tanzania.
rossi MatiIe, 1975a: 218. Tanzania.
spangleri Matile, 1972b: 271. Kenya.
tsacasi Matile, 1971b: 94. Cameroun.

MYCETOPHILIDAE

barbarae Lindner, 1958d: 5 (Leiomyia). Tanzania.
basilewskyi Toilet, 1956a: 452. Rwanda; Burundi.
biumbaensis ToIlet, 1956a: 458. Rwanda.
bururiensis ToIlet, 1956a: 455. Burundi.
continua ToIlet, 1956a : 457. Rwanda.
determinaticollis Enderlein, I910a: IR5. South Africa.
gaudchaui Lindner, 1958d: 4 (Leimnyia). Tanzania.
innotata Enderlein, 1910a: 186. South Africa.
intermissa ToIlet, 1956a : 459. Burundi.
jeanneli Edwards, 1914b: 55 (Leiomyia). Kenya.
muhavuraensis ToIlet, 1956a :453. Rwanda.
ngorongoroensis Vanschuytbroeck, I 96 5b: 389. Tanzania.
nigricans ToIlet, 1956a: 454. Rwanda; Burundi.
nigronitida Edwards, 191 4b : 56 (Leiomyia). Kenya.
notabilis Edwards, 1914b: 54 (teiomyia). Kenya.
orientalis Vanschuytbroeck, 1965b : 387. Tanzania.
pauliani Matile, 1969: 13 R. Madagascar.
rwankeriensis ToIlet, J956a: 456. Rwanda.
setosa MatiIe, 1973d: 206. Fernando poo.
stigmatica Edwards, 1925c: 610. South Africa.
thomensis Edwards, 1934: 323. Sao Tome.
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Tribe LEIINI

Genus ACRODICRANIA Skuse

ACRODICRANIA Skuse, 1888: 1194. Type-species: Aaodiaania ,ltr;r<1l11fa Skusc,
1888, by designation of Johannsen (1909: 82).

africana Edwards, 1925c: 609. South Africa.

Genus ALLACTONEURA de Meijere

ALLACTONEURA de Meijere, 1907: 201. Type-species: Allactollcllra ritlcta de
Meijere, 1907, by monotypy.

seoTTELtA Enderlein, 19IOb: 60. Type-species: Scottellcl ar.eefl(osqllcHll(lSa Ender­
It'in, 1910, by original designation.

argentosquamosa Enderlein, 19IOb: 61 (Scottella). Seychdles~ Madagascar, Mauri­
tius, Asia.

Genus LElA Meigen

LElA Meigen, 1818: 253. Type-species: Leiajascipentlis Meigen, 181 R, hy designation
of Curtis (1837a:64S).

LEJA. Incorrect subsequent spelling of teia (from Gimmerthal, 1R32: 345).
LEJOl\lYA R.. ondani, 1856: 195 ([unnecessary] replacement name for IA:;a).
CtAPHYR()Pl~ERA Winnertz, 1863: 781. Type-species: Lcia jasc;pcr",is Meigen,

1H18, by designation of (~oqt1illett (1910: 547). [Junior hotnonynl, preoc<~.

C~/'lJlIt}'rOp(era Heer, I R52.]
l\TE()C;tAPIIYR()PTERA Osten Sacken, 1878: 10 (replacement natllC for C;/al'ltyrtll'-

(era Winnertz).
LEI().\I)'A. LEI()j\IYIA. Variant spellings of Lejomya.
annae Lindner, 1958d: 5 (teiomyia). Tanzania.
arsona f-1utson, 19~: 123. South Africa; Kenya, St I-~dena, Engbnd (introduced).

?~_'

Genus RHYMOLEIA Edwards

RHYMOLEIA Edwards, 1924c: 570 (as subgenus of Leiomyia). Type-species: Leio-
myia fijiatla Edwards, 1924, by monotypy.

maculicoxa Enderlein, 1910b: 69 (Leia). Seychelles.
seychellensis Enderlein, 191 ob : 70 (Leia). Seychelles.
tanganyikae Matile, 1973c : 5. Tanzania.
villiersi Matile, 1973e: 15 I. Senegal.

Subfamily MANOTINAE

Genus MANOTA Williston

MANOTA Williston, I 896b : 260. Type-species: Matlota dejecta Williston, 1896, by

monotypy.
APHANIZOPHLEPS Enderlein, 19Ioa: 201. Type-species: Aphanizophleps (oxata

Enderlein, 1910, by original designation.
flavipes Enderlein, I9IOb: 68 (Aphanizophleps). Seychelles.
fusca Matile, I 972d: 92. Central African Republic.
issongo Matile, 1972d: 93. Central African Republic.
lachaisei Matile, I 972d : 94. Ivory Coast.
mabokeensis Matile, I 972d : 94. Central African Republic
nigra Matile, I 972d: 96. Cameroun.
saepium Matile, 1972d: 96. Canleroun.
teocchii Matile, 1972d: 96. Central African Republic.
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Subfamily MYCETOPHILINAE

Tribe EXECHIINI

Genus ALLODIA Winnertz

ALLODIA Winncrtz. I R63 : 826. 'Type-species: Mycetopl,ila onlaticollis Meigen.
I~I8. sensu Winnertz [misident., =Mycetophila lugens Wiedemann. 181 71,
hy desiRnation of Johannsen (1909: 104).

Unidentified spp.~(~anl{'roun,Comoro Is.

Genus BREVICORNU Marshall

BREVICORNU M;lfshaJl, 1896: 306. Type-species: Brevicornu./lava Marshall, 1896,
by designation of Tuomikoski (I 966a : 184).

Unidentified sp.-Cameroun.

Genus EXECHIA Winnertz

EXECHIA Winnertz. J R63 : 879. Type-species: Tipulafu"gorum de Geer, 1776, sensu
Winnertz (nlisident., = Mycetoplzill1 fus{l1 Meigen, I R041. by designation of
Johannsen (1909: 106).

areolata Enderlein, 1910b: 73 (Phro'tia). Seychelles.
flabellipennis Enderlein, 1910b: 71 (Phrcmia). SeycheHes.
pedekiboana Lindner. 195Rd: 5. Tanzania.
subvenosa Enderlein, 1910b: 74 (Phronia). Seychelles.
tricincta Enderlein, 19IOb: 75 (Phronia, as var. of subvenosa). Seychelles.

Genus PSEUDEXECHIA Tuomikoski

PSEUDEXECHIA Tuornikoski, 1966a: 180. Type-species: Exechia tris({!nata Ed-
wards. 1913, by original designation.

camerounensis Matile, 197Ia: 213. Cameroun.
edwardsiana MatHe. 1971a: 210. Sao Tome.
hancocki Matile, 1971a: 210. Uganda.
silhouettensis Enderlein. 1910b: 72 (Phronia). Seychelles.
tanganyikae Lindner, 1958d: 5 (Exfchia). Tanzania. Comb. n.

Genus R YMOSIA Winnertz

R YMOSIA Winne-Ttz. 1863: 810. Type-species: MYCftophila fasciata Meigen, 1804,
hy designation ofJohannsen (1909: 102). [M.fasciata an originally included
species in R ymosia by its inclusion as a synonym of Mycetophila discoidea
Mei~en. 1818.]

RI-l\'A1()SIA. Variant spelling of Rymosia.
cretensis Lundstrom. J9J I : 396. Greece (C:rete); ? Kenya. [? Afrotropic;ll.]
msingiensis Lindner. 1958d: 6. Tanzania.

Tribe MYCETOPHILINI

Genus ASPIDIONIA Colless

ASPIDIONIA (~nlles~. IQ()(}: ()(}4. TYre-~pecies: Aspidionia palauensis (:olless, 1966,
hy original designation.

balachowskyi M:ltile. f974d: 590, Conloro Is.

Genus EPICYPTA Winnertz

EPICYPTA Winnertz, 1863 : 909. Type-species: Mycftophila scatophora Perris, 1849,
by designation of Johannsen (1909: 110),

DELOPSIS Skuse, I 890a : 623. Type-species: Delopsis Jlavipetznis Skuse, 1890, by
monotypy.

auranticeps Edwards, 1914b: 56 (Delopsis). Kenya.
collaris Enderlein, 1910b: 81 (Mycetophila). Seychelles.
costalis Matile, 1973d: 207. Fernando Poo; Catneroun,
femorata Matile, 1973d: 209. Fernando poo.
halterata Matile, I973d: 21 I. Fernando poo.
luridiceps Enderlein, 1910b: 81 (MYCftophila). Seychelles.
propinqua MatiIe, 1973d: 21 I. Fernando poo.
proxima MatHe, 1973d: 21 I. Fernando poo.
scutellata MatHe, I973d: 209. Fernando Poo; Cameroun.
seychellensis Enderlein, 1910b: 80 (MYCftophila). Seychelles.
vicina Matile, 1973d: 212. Fernando poo.

Genus MYCETOPHILA Meigen

FUNGIVORA Meigen, 1800: 16. Suppressed by I.C.Z.N., 1963b: 339 (Opinion
678).

MYCETOPHILA Meigen, 1803 : 263. Type-species: Tipula agarici Villers, 1789, by
designation ofJohannsen (1909: 116).

collineola Speiser, 1909b: 36 (Fungivora). Tanzania; Kenya.
ruficollis Meigen, 1818: 262. Austria; Kenya, Sao Tome, South Africa, Widespread

Europe & Oriental Reg. [Probably misident. in Afrotrop. Reg.]
lineola, authors, not Meigen (misident.).

subscutellaris Lindner, 1958d: 6 (Fungivora). Tanzania. Comb. n.

Genus PHRONIA Winnertz

PHRONIA Winnertz, 1863: 857. Type-species: Phron;a rustica Winnertz, 1863
[ = Mycftophila fxigua Zetterstedt, 1852), by designation of Johannsen
(190 9: 96).

brevifurcata Enderlein, 19IOb: 75 (Macrobrachius). Seychelles.

Genus PLATUROCYPTA Enderlein

PLATUROCYPTA Enderlein, 1910b: 76. Type-species: Platurocypta Iimbatifem'4r
Enderlein, 1910, by original designation.

EPICYPTA, authors, not Winnertz.
approximata Edwards, 1914b: 57 (Epicypta). Kenya; Tanzania.
Iimbatifemur Enderlein, 1910b: 76. Seychelles.

Genus PLATYPROSTHIOGYNE Enderlein

PLATYPROSTffiOGYNE Enderlein, 1910b: 78. Type-species: Platyprosthiogyne
metameromelina Enderlein, 1910, by original designation.

metameromelina Enderlein, 19 I ob : 78. Seychelles.
oresbia Matile, I974d: 592. Cameroun.
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Genus SCEPTONIA Winnertz

SCEPTONIA Winnertz, 1863 : 907. Type-species: Mycetophila f,igra Meigcn, I R04,
by designation ofJohannsen (1909: 113).

Unidentified sp.--South Africa.

Genus ZYGOMYIA Winnertz

ZYGOMYIA Winncrtz, 1863 : 901. Type-species: Mycetophila t'ara Stacger, I R40, by
designation ofJohannsen (1909: 112).

Unidentified spp.-Cameroun, Central African Republic, Comoro Is.

Unplaced name in Mycetophilidae

sanctaehelenae MeJIiss, 1875: 194 (Leia). Nomen nudum [?] (attrib. Walkcr).

16. Family SCIARIDAE

by

W. A. STEFFAN

Sciaridae are commonly found in nearly all regions of the world, but are not well
known because their small size and superficial homogeneity have tended to discourage
collectors and taxonomists. The immature stages may be found in rotten wood, under
the bark of fallen trees, or in other kinds of decaying plant material, or feeding in fungi
or anitnal excrenlent. Some species feed on living plant tissues and can cause eco­
notnically inlportant damage.

The Afrotropical fauna has been very little studied, and the regional literature contains
only isolated descriptions of new species and a few incomplete lists of species from
certain areas. The treatment given here is essentially a list of published names,
although some obviously necessary changes, such as the transfer of Neosciara species
to Bradysia, have been made. Many generic placements are probably incorrect, but
types will need to be examined before appropriate generic assignments can be made;
many species in Sciara will probably have to be transferred to other genera once the
type-material has been studied. The genera Heterotricha and Rhynchoheterotricha have
been retained in the family, but their placement is questionable: some authorities suggest
that these genera are more closely related to the Mycetophilidae.

A conlprehensive revision of the world genera of Sciaridae is much needed to
bring stability to the higher classification. At present the most useful general
taxonotnic works on the family are those of Frey (1942, 194R) and Tuomikoski (1960)
dealing with the northern European fauna, and that of Steffan (1966) on the North
American fauna.

Sciara variabilis Meunier is omitted, as Meunier's (I905b) identification of this species
in Zanzibar copal is very questionable.

Genus AFROSCIARA Seguy

AFROSCIARA Seguy, 1961 : 415. Type-species: Afrosciara pallida Seguy, 1961, by
original designation.

pallida Seguy, 196 I : 415. Guinea.

Genus AMESICRIUM Enderlein
AMESICRIUM Enderlein, 191 Id: 128. Type-species: Amesicrium t,anum Enderlein,

191 I, by original designation.
nanum Enderlein, 191 Id: 128. Seychelles.

Genus APELMOCREAGRIS Enderlein
APELMOCREAGRIS Enderlein, 191 Id: 146. Type-species: Lycoria bibionea

Speiser, 1909 (= Sciara thoracica Macquart, 1838], by original designation.
thoracica Macquart, 1838a : 82 (78) (Sciara). Madagascar; Cameroun, 'Congo',

Fernando Poo, Kenya, Rhodesia, Tanzania.
ruficollis Walker, 1848: 104 (Sciara). 'Congo'.


